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Is our water safe?
This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the drinking water we provided last year. Included as part of this report are details about the 
source of the water you drink, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Indiana standards. We 
are committed to providing you this information about the quality of the water you drink.

Do I need to take special precautions?
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons, such 
as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplant, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800) 426-4791.

What is the source of our water?
The source of water for the City of Vincennes is from seven wells situated one-half mile southwest of the city and adjacent to the Wabash 
River.  Treatment consists of the addition of chlorine, fluoride, and phosphate for sequestering iron and manganese.  The first wells were 
installed around 1950 when the waterworks moved from Scott Street to its present location on South River Road.

Why are there contaminants in my drinking water?
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence 
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects 
can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As 
water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive 
material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.
Contaminants that may be present in source water may include:

• �Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural 
livestock operations, and wildlife

• ��Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial 
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming

• ����Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources, such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses
• ��Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes 

and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems
• �Radioactive Contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or the result of oil and gas production and mining activities

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water 
provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protec-
tion for public health.

Availability of a Source Water Assessment (SWA)
A Source Water Assessment (SWA) has been prepared for our system. According to this assessment, our system has been categorized with 
a high (detection) susceptibility risk. More information of this assessment can be obtained by contacting our office at 812-882-7877. 

Our Watershed Protection Efforts
Our water system is working with the community to increase awareness of better waste disposal practices to further protect the sources of 
our drinking water. We are also working with other agencies and local watershed groups to educate the community on ways to keep our 
water safe.

Public Involvement Opportunities
The Vincennes Water Utilities General Manager is L. Kirk Bouchie.  Vincennes Water Utilities activities are governed by the Vincennes 
Utilities Services Board which meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 4:00 p.m. in the Vincennes Drinking Water Garage Meeting 
Room at 1134 River Road. 

Please Share This Information
Large water volume customers (like apartment complexes, hospitals, schools, and/or industries) are encouraged to post extra copies of this 
report in conspicuous locations or to distribute them to your tenants, residents, patients, students, and/or employees. This “good faith” effort 
will allow non-billed customers to learn more about the quality of the water that they consume.



Water Quality Data
The table below lists all the contaminants detected during the calendar year. The presence of these contaminants in the water does not necessarily 
indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless otherwise indicated, the data presented in this table is from testing done between January 1 and 
December 31, 2020. The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) requires us to monitor for certain contaminants at a fre-
quency less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from one year to another. 
Some of the data, though representative of the water quality, may be more than one year old.

Water Quality Test Results
Definitions:  The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of 

which may require explanation. 
Avg:  Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on running annual aver-

age of monthly samples.
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL:  The highest level of a contaminant that 

is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible 
using the best available treatment technology. 

Level 1 Assessment:  A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to iden-
tify potential problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria 
have been found in our water system.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG:  The level of a contaminant in drink-
ing water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs 
allow for a margin of safety. 

Level 2 Assessment:  A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water 
system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli 
MCL violation has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found 
in our water system on multiple occasions. 

Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL:  The highest level of a disinfectant 
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disin-
fectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs 
do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial con-
taminants. 

na:  not applicable. 
mrem:  millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body) 
ppb:  micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons 

of water. 
ppm:  milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce in 7,350 gallons of 

water. 
Treatment Technique or TT:  A required process intended to reduce the level of a 

contaminant in drinking water.
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